
Some old
skate photos 
from 1970s  
Lomita 
California



Before skateboard parks 
were built,  we rode sidewalks 
and streets, parking lots and 
school yards and had to find 
or build more interesting 
skate terrain and props like 
things to high-jump or banks 
to surf.





There was a famous skate-
boarding spot in Southern Los 
Angeles County called the 
Vermont Drop – part of the Big 
L.A. River drain age ditches. 
when We found this spot on 
Westmont street in San Pedro 
we called it the Westmont 
drop. we could talk our 
friend’s older brother into 
driving us there. The botom 
was sharp so it was hard to 
skate but it was fun.



Craig

We hammered together two 
opposing banks from scrap 
wood supported by stuff 
that was in our yard: bricks, 
a picnic table, a stack of  
plywood covered boxes.





mike





craig

Craig built a street ramp with 
piece of plywood and a small 
end table wedged against the 
curb.



craig darren



mark



We appropriated an ‘Applegate 
for City Council’ sign for 
a tall bank ramp, We used 
a bunch of4x4 foot boxes 
(originally meant to become 
a worm raising operation) 
that were holding up one side 
of the Westmont ramp to 
build a long runway. dang, 
that looks like a single layer. 
There were long planks 
running from bottom to top 
beneath the plywood.

mike



There were two pools in san 
pedro that were being skated. 
I think this was the first street 
pool. The other one was ninth 
street, I never skated the 
second one. Eric Dressen told 
a friend that I took him to 
skate his first pool. I wonder 
if this was it. We also skated a 
pool in Montebello.

eric



dave mike



anthony mike



mark



except for the high jump image 
these are scanned black and 
white prints from square 120 
FILM negatives.


